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Editor

A. P, RICHARDSON

EDITORIAL

Regional Meetings
The regional meeting of the American Institute of Accountants
held in Chicago, November 19th, was, we honestly believe, an
epoch-making event in the history of accountancy in the United
States. It was not the first step in the path of progress—the tri
state meetings of Delaware, Maryland and Virginia accountants
led the way several years ago—but it was a second step, and one
that brought us considerably onward.
In a country so large as this, it is always difficult to secure unity
of thought, manner, aim and action. It is not possible to assemble
the entire membership of a national organization such as the
institute, and there will always be a proportion, generally large,
of the membership whose attendance is prevented by distance or
other obstacle. There will also be a proportion of the membership
which will feel itself out of touch with the affairs of the organiza
tion and will be inclined to a sense of isolation because of in
ability to be present at the annual meetings of the national body.
But the justification for such sentiments will be reduced to an in
considerable minimum if the institute goes to members who cannot
or will not come to the institute.
It would, of course, be out of the question to hold satisfactory
regional meetings in enough places to bring every member within
an hour’s travel of the point of meeting, but if it can be arranged—
and ultimately we believe it can—that at least once in every year
there shall be a meeting of accountants under the aegis of the
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institute at a point within twelve hours’ travel of every member,
the old complaint that the institute and its meetings are far re
moved from many of the members will be almost completely
refuted.
The meeting at Chicago, for example, which was attended by
about 300 accountants, did not draw upon any territory more than
a night’s journey from the place of meeting. A similar meeting is
to be held in Boston, December 8th, at which representatives of
all New England states are expected to be present. Here again the
place of meeting is within twelve hours’ journey of every account
ant, and within a shorter journey of the great majority of account
ants in New England.
It is not asking or expecting too much of a practising account
ant that he shall attend professional gatherings which make no
greater demand upon his time or resources than a night’s journey
each way and the traveling expenses involved.
A meeting is to be held next June in Norfolk, Virginia, which
will draw upon the south-eastern states. Other regional meetings
are being discussed and will probably be held in other parts of the
country when the success of the meetings of Chicago and Boston
becomes generally known.
There are so many advantages to be gained by the meeting to
gether of accountants and the discussing of vexed questions, that
it seems unnecessary to mention them.
By getting together, exchanging ideas, meeting personally and
hearing of the problems which confront one’s confreres, one
obtains a breadth of view and of sympathy which can never be
acquired by the man who remains confined within the limits of his
own practice and immediate environment.
At the meetings which are to be held, it has been arranged that
everyone engaged or directly interested in public accounting and
residing or practising within the region covered by the meeting
shall receive an invitation to attend. At Chicago fully one-half the
accountants in attendance at the meeting were not connected with
the American Institute of Accountants. They were invited by
representatives of the institute, were accorded every privilege and
courtesy, and received invitations to seek membership in the in
stitute if they were qualified. The direct result will be a consider
able accession to the membership.
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If this were the sole result of the meeting in Chicago, it would
be well worth while, but there will certainly be other results.
The old idea that the institute was an exclusive organization,
sufficient unto itself, will be dispelled as accountants generally find
that they are welcome at the regional meetings and are desired as
members if they can conform to the constitutional requirements.
The ideals of ethical procedure adopted by the institute and
observed by most of its members can be gradually disseminated
throughout the entire accounting profession by means of such
meetings.
For several years there has been a feeling that something should
be done to bring the institute into closer touch with the profession
in some of the sections of the country most remote from such
centers as New York and Chicago. The fact that the institute's
operating office is in New York has been the subject of criticism.
The constitutional provision that two annual meetings out of three
shall be held in the District of Columbia has also raised a certain
amount of objection in outlying districts. With these facts in
mind, the institute has considered and is considering the formation
of chapters wherever such organization may be desirable. That
matter has not yet reached a definite point of development. A new
committee was appointed last September and is now working on a
general plan of chapter organization and control. In the mean
time regional meetings are doing much to answer the attacks which
have been made by those who are placed far from the centers of
activity.
Perhaps the regional meeting is a half-way point between in
stitute and chapter. At any rate, it is an altogether desirable
development. At Chicago there was not a single criticism of the
regional idea. Indeed, it is difficult to imagine a valid criticism
that could have been offered.
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